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The Symbolic Unconscious in
Structural Linguistics

Abstract:

This study explores the symbolic
unconscious within structural linguistics,
highlighting  its  intersection  with
psychology, philosophy of language, and
linguistics. It begins with Freud’s
conception of the unconscious as a
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repository of repressed desires and
memories, and links it to the function of
symbols as mediating tools for
expressing ideas and realities. Structural
linguistics, particularly in Ferdinand de
Saussure’s theory, is emphasized as
viewing language as a system of
interrelated signs whose meaning derives
only from their position within the whole

system.
The research investigates how
language  becomes a  symbolic

unconscious medium that reveals the
depths of the human psyche through its
structures and internal relations. It
further demonstrates the impact of
Freudian psychoanalysis, where dreams
exemplify the symbolic language of the
unconscious. The study then turns to
Jacques Lacan, who reinterpreted the
unconscious through a structuralist lens,
asserting that the unconscious is
structured like a language and represents
the discourse of the “Other.” Lacan’s
triad of the symbolic, the imaginary, and
the real is also examined as a framework
for understanding the relationship
between language, the self, and reality.

Ultimately, the research concludes that
language is not merely a communicative
tool but a symbolic structure rooted in
the unconscious, providing a universal
horizon for understanding human
experience and revealing the deep
interplay between thought, symbol, and
structure.
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