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Abstract

The question of eternal punishment in Hell and the permanence of otherworldly
torment is among the major theological and doctrinal issues that have long
occupied Muslim thinkers. The views of theologians, philosophers, and mystics
have diverged regarding how this perpetuity should be understood. Is
punishment absolutely everlasting, as maintained by the theologians? Or does it
remain but ultimately transform into delight for the tormented, as proposed by
some mystics such as lbn ‘Arabi?

Mulla Sadra addresses this issue from a philosophical-mystical perspective.
However, some scholars have claimed that his writings exhibit an apparent
inconsistency: in certain passages he agrees with the theologians on the
eternality of punishment, while in others he explicitly endorses Ibn ‘Arabi’s notion
that torment becomes sweetness, thereby embracing a form of cessation
through the habituation of Hell’s inhabitants.

This study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology to examine selected
passages in Mulla Sadra’s works pertaining to eschatological punishment, with
particular attention to the extent of Ibn ‘Arabt’s influence. The findings reveal two
primary positions in his corpus: the first is the transformation of torment into
delight, and the second is what may be termed specific/generic eternity (al-
KhulGd al-Naw'). Both precede the articulation of his final view in al-‘Arshiyyah.
Scholars have differed in assessing this final stance: some argue that he
abandoned his earlier view; others maintain that he merely revised it while
retaining the doctrine of generic perpetuity.
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By reviewing Mulla Sadra’s foundational philosophical principles—most notably
substantial motion—and his hermeneutical method, this study concludes that
the differing positions in his writings represent developmental stages in his
engagement with a profound and intricate question, as he himself described it.
Ultimately, he arrives at a definitive view affirming the personal eternality of
punishment for certain denizens of Hell, maintaining that such suffering is not an
externally imposed penalty but rather the natural consequence of deeply
ingrained dispositions within the soul’s very substance. In doing so, Mulla Sadra
offers a philosophically sophisticated account of eternality that transcends
conventional debates and provides a distinctive solution within the framework of
his transcendent philosophy.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; eschatological punishment; eternality; cessation; divine
justice; divine mercy.
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