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From Meaning to the Algorithm: The University in the Technological
Age between the Marginalization of the Humanities and a Crisis of
Human Understanding
M.M. Faleh Hussein Harz
faleh.h@coart.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Abstract

This research examines the transformations within the academic environment
under the dominance of instrumental rationality and algorithmic systems exploring
their impact on the reshaping of knowledge and the merely functional of the
university. Moving beyond the merely functional dimensions of technology, the
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study engages in a critical inquiry into its ontological implications human
understanding. And the criteria used to evaluate knowledge.

Methodologically, the paper employs a theoretical analytical approach,
complemented by a survey administered to a sample of faculty members at an Iraqi
university to investigate the underlying factors contributing to the declining
student enrollment in humanities faculties.

The findings indicate that labor market demands and limited employment
opportunities represent the most prominent reason for this decline. However,
deeper analysis reveals a more profound crisis affecting the very structure of
epistemic time, where technical efficiency and quantitative metrics are prioritized
over reflective understanding and the generation of meaning.
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