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The Philosophy of Ethics Between Machine Reason and the Human
Conscience: A Study in an Era of Scientific Transformation
sst. Lect. Nada Sabah Asadullah
College of Arts, University of Baghdad)

Abstract

This study aims to examine the philosophical tension arising from
unprecedented technological acceleration, specifically investigating the
intersection of algorithmic intelligence and human conscience, which is grounded
inintrinsic values and self-awareness. At the core of this inquiry lies a fundamental
question: Is it possible to mechanize ethics, and where does moral authority truly
lie in hybrid human-machine decision-making?
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Employing a critical and analytical approach, the research highlights a deep
disparity between the two domains. While machine reasoning operates within a
strictly instrumental framework centered on efficiency and pre-determined
metrics—thereby exposing it to structural challenges such as accountability gaps
and algorithmic bias—human conscience relies on normative judgments shaped
by intent, lived experience, and free will, echoing deeply rooted philosophical and
religious traditions.

Furthermore, the study traces how perceptions of the science-ethics
relationship have evolved over time, shifting from early prescriptive oversight to
a modernist separation, and culminating in today's urgent call for their integration
in the digital age. The findings indicate that machines, regardless of their technical
sophistication, remain utilitarian tools devoid of true moral agency or ultimate
legal and ethical responsibility, both of which rest exclusively on human shoulders
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