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Muwidern Gloswegion Child Formation in foe Laughed by Jomes
Kelman: a Philosophical Paradigm

Asst: Leze, Fod Mumitaz Yousi Alraves
Mustemisirryak Umversery, Coliege of Education,

Maastangirtyah Journal of Humanities

E-Matl: faainotar B uomustansiriiassau. iy

Abstract

The  stwly  oobesses the
priigsophical  existence  @f the
Glarwagian wornng-ciasy el i
Joe Laughed (1711, a short stery
s mrng e TV enfun;
aaalyzing the emimogical heing
seif, B reiwtroduces Jamies Keinan

(114t | @ o plulosophical
presennst  rather fhan  the
peripheral  cultural | wrier  as

ltferary space mows fim, A step
hackward resats Iteran fo study @
new fronfer— the fnevioy level of
the seifl which precedes and o
resporsibie for the exterior powar
of ldewity comucron.  The

reciprocal velation befwemn the self
ad demiy L § v fo
coviflenre  modnly  pae child

ambivalenr  individualiy ond the
Scoitizh oppressed in peneral, The
clerarters existentiol deep layers
mre Duellecmally Duegrated and
deciphered Iy phlosopin-based
theores  headed by Frisdrich

Nigtrsche. This systemizes o logistie
fo delve o e overiooked Biind
siede of the ey workieg minose
Provess fo the Seotrisa proletdviar
spuchie.  However,  Kelman's
WRIIRE Sy sounds nowsesical
and indirect, prowging readers [o
close readivg o detect the nuances
installed within, Thus, oniplemcal
and episiemalogica baowledpe are
protved fo Dvesigare how e
reatity gf that Glowegian secl
operates ino miilishe vehicle,
Keywords: self, idenrin,
sadividuanizy, tramsvaluation,
devatieion
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Kalnian: the writer and Scetsmah
A book vaust be the cee for the
Jrozen sea witnen
Fravz Kafka
A conemporary Seaetish ficrional
quthor, James Kelman (700 1 i
mitribided  to unfelding  the
picrginaiized Seomizh working claz
sphigre where their daily peats and
vadleys are relgyed -:;fu.r'rng the pesi
indusrim metropodian Glasgow
amd  relmed B oenday

Ganwegion  language  (dlrayes,
Tole), Ths discourse pwesenrs
Kelman fhe phiicsopher
orespactive of being a celebrated
cultural voice gf that elass, o dive
i the inner comphndties of us
chiraetar’s  structure (Kovesi
ToIN, Kelman offers o window of
abrurd remsm 0 seew how the
Scomish periphery operaies in
stratified society thar ndares them
infe migdde-class sate pavms wili
dlistoddsed sphvas,

Such o tectual compasinion of the
Glaswepian umverss- poses  the
wrier refigavaly lo project s
fharwegian  working-claoz  past
fegranng varig idden personal
turmolls  such ar selfidentiny
bipary,  ndividuality  disonder
nikiliim  ad  selfawmithilation,
Evirinzic culfwml  powers)
langunge, class elevarion, and the
miliey orbir az eatalzis fo those
self-relatnve gaps o sses. Kelman
observes the power of the seif over
Tenrny, hal the ofher way @ouid
UTRspECHng thar if one fempers, or
Jixes their self, idenfittes will Do
moided  Joo  witrowt  which
individuality ends destabilized '
Kobman asrerss that the worid we

' Dovid Behw rimes, “Tafvidunlty 5
gl saaEble W ugihds row
wholenert " For mare mformrion, Sef
Ellen ¥ 11 p. T
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innabit is bt a thagow of the world
we ey within  oumselves
fMargred), T+ o), Simply pud, the
seif is 1 intermal enriny while
ety 5 an evtemal iiur:di'e af
covtriichve  factors.  Readers
emasibly fimd Dy the wdkmown bay g
piosophical shadme who Stands
Jor-Kelman and Ius questons and
contemplatiors aboit the working
cigss stewus, This, Kelman plavs 0
provide an wnseen view of fhe
turbnsent  quatidian  ife uf tha
G.:mmgwn cheracter In adaTion,
the mon-inear narranve form i
Junctonal 1w a fiar to decompriss
the aiffor's interrogating valuss of
the Scoitish subondware  zecr
informing. “the beauly of prove
fletion that I 3ee iz simpy thar v
order o crecte somerhing vou need
Uy pEy daftEation o pevzonal
exigeney” (T+Fe, p 10T To better
comprenend e core of  sueh

comceps and ldeas laid o the

howizon, he [ife strotegist Nietzsche
s the levt agminat profound
anayiical theories.

Phitaseprical Paradigm

The discipiine of suffering, of grear
muffering - do you ne! bow that it

" Kofman plivs on the motton of trarsoed
o Inciude cdvwamced &y Kan WWilbor e
Witlek  periow decemiar S [Te waikes
fo mimbn s omes For omaro

leftrinmtion, son Filhar (7« - 1}

i3 thiz discipline alowe hat s
produced all the eclevanons of
Aty & far®

Nigtrsehs

In The Wil 10 Power (1110,
Nigtzscre intorprets Wil fo potver
theary staring that! " hot meredase
af" consgioisness v the goal, bt
ehamcemenr of powar” (11 p,
TT7, Nielzsche emphosizes non-
phvsical, et ranscepdemtal, and
e, driving force fo elovate and
ehanca gnd's exisience fo atlaw
selfoxpaniion  and  growrh  He
diseusses: i The Gensmogy of
Moradity (1000} thar the real
gffective powar It pof fo coece
others, Otherwise, this 5 a sim of
Jrealty and  inferiariy complex
Tha will of the wenk ro pepresant
soihe form of superioriny, their
ptnct for devious paths fo fyramny
over the heality - where can This
not be discovered, rhiz will fo
power of the weakes!" fas cited th
Gremes o Richowdron, TO1T0 m,
VYR, Joim Richavdsen reptarks on
Nigizschie's powear version orguing.,

Power {5 “moeg " not by
mere  conintirion, mor fy o S
muntiplicarion, but by lifed being
raisad to a higher level of capacity
and contral_ Power i1 framsition
fo aq higher [evel & el
evarcomiig " the patkt to-my iife
i5 my geonsth ar strergthenivg and

Pl A ey



(this] liex nor merely In expanding
but in ascendmg which iRveves
ovarcoming  previows  siofes  of
atyself (Rickaddegn, T4F- p, 22

Nigtzsehe begs aloud to "become
wig fou arg. Do what anly you can
do, Be the measter and the seulpmor
of yoursell " ¢ Unguere, nd ). And
the same tome, Mezsche knows that
witkin each one there & chaos
g oreoiggically how fo-achieve
such & mlforeation) “How' o
tecame whal pou ara” T+l p
bl The Yoverman® an mnnidone
concept that sparked 15 weight in
Thir Spoke Zorathastra (1101,
offers a Nietrichean version of o
RicT With @ prrpose that prowiotes
his health and defies moniream
conventions, and  monaln, A
resishance] Mevefore, develops as
an smpowering cmayst.  That
inedvechant B repivents their ruth
buged on the peveer of will Hiroug:
which someone new refoems &
superfumupn Ths, superman s 4
righrape walker Whe sndures some
persitten  atcomplisment  and
enchiriny socio-parsonal faar and
mrcieny: "Miaw 15 a rope sreevched
benveent  the oumal and  fhe
Supermear- 8 rope over an el
(Fe+7 p 14 That agency purs an
et fo tee peremnial mikilishc
suffering of "the most contemptibie

g, the last man | aid the cowner
idzal of the Superman" (o 'V,
kherwise, he will e prone fo
celic meminglessness;

M, the bravest of ammas, and
the one mest  acoustored  fo
suffering,  does  ner  pepudice
suffering az such; he desires i, Ae
gvem seeks if ouwr, provided NE 15
anov o meaning for it G purpose
of suffering. The meaninglessness
of suffering, not zuffering izelfl was
the curze that lay over manking 5o
fa fos cited in 1115 p 1
Nigtzsche's Zarathustra embraces
auffering affor a solitary journay
the mountains o gai self-wisdom.
Zarewhusira  gddresses the s
“Grem sar! What weud vowr
happiness be {f yani kel nor those
Jor whom you shane! Behiold! I am
weary of my wisdom, [%e o bee tha!
hat patnered oo much honey; T
need hands oumrrerched fo fake i "
Zarathustra descends fo speak fo o
crowd of peapia afier a long period
of zolinue smying, " tadeh you e
Suparman® (T3 p. 1),

Moraovar, tntegroy io e whole sef
iy lnguage becmee i defines one's
opeTisicer  @al  PETIDECHIVE,
which withou! Nietzsche says, ond

© The term e oman boa mesgphor
mdieming i dmdmg of mankmd ar e
it dvgngancs e of mar

Pl A ey



ix deprived of tnelr origing self'
fexhige amgd Mofwm, e colar
idertity &5 distnfeprated,  He
deciares tnat the power of larguage
= veal; "AN I need i a sheet of
puper and sometring fo weite, dnd
ther T ean furs the world upside

dean” (Demiel | 18 p. W The

role gf Goa's exislence in arivopos
life &5 rhizome-like for Nietzche
aiviays Fuzs believed that the masses
gre inclined o worship an idei-
somigre who biteeches o, He
emphasizes, "Ood @5 dead, bt
gven the way of men, there may
still be caves for thevsands of vours
in which fis shadow will il he
shown" (1100, o Y20, A abeolute
truln forms an esentalin that
deters the flow af mihilism eddy
because  permaliming Oed &
essennal Jor inaividumy fo operaie
e effectively and imprdsively ag
temmem beings. Nemsche's famois
guote "God i5 dead! God remang
dpad! And we huve illed him! s g
WP cnten fo prEach now e
noniie the T has rest imfe
vty pessimiom and CAlT o
false" matn-as 1 will be disclosed
lmer {p 'F3), Hence the idea
benind writing  Zarathustra i o
mwakey tne modern mas, salvage
Him from  Self-demrucmon,  and
devaare man jram  the lowers for
Nigtziche savs " But by my iove and

hope T beseach vou: do not throw
away the hero m vour soul! Hold
hoty your highest hapa! * (T++ 3 p,
Pl Nemzsche [raverses over o
starerent that if one does not dave
fo seif ameliorate, fhar calture will
decline tog: V' Beware! The fime
apmroaches when ienan beings wo
iomger immch the @row of ther
lorgie beyvand the human, and the
seing of peir bow will have
Sorgotren how tewnir! " (11,
Leslle  Thisle oplicaes W
Friedrich Netzsehe and the Politics
of the Soul (1734 that Nietzsche
It o the. modien man [ mp
out his fndividuation process and
assent inwardly 1o the motte "1 wl
remain my own” (p £7). Hi even
wiges him mar fo yield to dominant
sructves  and ot be "their
puppe: play” (p. + . An apparent
Imariny In dug course comes T the
rise Shmudating “wonalumion af
values” fp. ' . That beinp smid a
whole  rege  f5 destined o
drvaiugrion under sueh o wide-
scale  collectivé  specimen. Y,
Nigtzscre axserts, "The individiinl
har avays had o strugeie fo keep
fram being overwhelmed by He
Eribe: I yom try i, vou will be lonely
often, and  somerimes frightensd
But mo price i foo figh to pay far
g privilegd of owning vourself”

Pl A ey



Nietzsehe a'gues i Humar, all too
Humen {111 ) abeas the power of
frith on humicns chaiming fhal the
icsre one realizes the rruth the more
wianle.  aud  depressed. he
becomies. fn Nietzschals  ferms,
"There 15 mo . pee-eslohlisied
fermony berveen e fimthering of
truth g the good of mankimd™ ip,
T, Whereas some fruths limt the
souls, others might herate tham,
yet culture subsislence irroughout
ases hds - beeh relpned  over By
EFarE G anrurhs a menrioned i
The Gay Seiences 11117, "Life i
ner argument, The conditions af e
pight include ervor " b 1),
Those who seek anowers aid fuths
Muzsche says ave prong fe sulfer
and Werrde ie e alone.

My has had to fight for every mom
uf the truth, anel has had fo pay for
it amast evenythung that the heart,
thar humeri love, that humam st
chng fo. Greamess of soul o
needed  for it hsiness:  the
service of fruth I the hardest of all
IEFVICES r'r! | fl F- HI':L

Nietsehe advacate
Experimentiom  lechnigue-  an
oppotiticensl  mechanism-  Hrough
which truih seehers or “the free
spiries" revenue the very nanae of
their  comvictions  abolhing
mislgading and  narrow-minded
hedigfs, This errity b5 deseribed

o momrter of courgge el
curiosiy..a bom advennger ad
discoveren " and o “permnd and
solitary piilosopher” who & an
adversary le the inculooted false
coMSCiomess 80 momidning
dominan power over athers (Te+1,
B " Otherwise, the "bownd
spiris" hacome the earth waikers
that Nietsche says, "The snake
which copmot cast @r skin Aas fo
diz. As well the minds which are
prevented  from  changing  theer
opinions; they cese o bé mind”
frerl p 2T He distinpuishes
betweer  les  ond  comvichion
diseeraing tat o @ 5 the mider
lavey of falseness— whers the
person s cogmifne of i decelt,
Cenfrariiy, convietion & g biind
conformity fe a lfe rmirmued o
ar alisolute realiy:

Tha ciaimy that ruth 15 found e
tiat {pnorance avid avor are at m
od 5 one of the most poted
seductions there is. Supposing ir 15
belioved  then e will o
examination, Pneshzation, cauon,
experiment o poralyied " Trah "
iy therefore mare foreful thav evror
and ignorance, because it euts off
the forces e work Joward
enlightenment  and  imowledpe,
fHIT oo, TELFEY

fn Dnomss;  Midth ad Culls
(117 Welter: B Ofto addresses

Pl A ey



Nigusehe's passion fo reunite me*
miagern man wirh he god of wing

and e, Diomaws whase
choare  and  violen . nature
resembies man’s visceval passion,
creativity, spondamedty,  and wid
impiranions. Aceving  fuch 4
diving erstary, one wnohaing jus self-
and sowl from fRe seco-cuifural
constrmnts and allows hitm fa cope
with iife sruggles, which suppress
his trmate nstincis (po ¢TI not
"the prechers of death” will be
bor-  thate  who  call  forrh
remnciation, fife Rfering  and
“wsser? e 1 rafwlad" (ddadmmy of
Jdaas el )

The windress which 15 cailed
Dionysues |5 vo pockness, no delnldy
in fife, bt o comtpearion af i ar ity
Wealthiest, s the mewwr which
erupts fram iy mnErmost Tecessel
wir they mature and force. thetr

way fo phe surface Jt O the
madviess piherent o the womb of

" Hoing refirrod b0 @ M god of wina- s
smmatricnl fn the hoifen of a MHekiy
festulrhve salffar wine anchants one's faol
mnd hormon. For mope Siformsdnon sed
EJT..'?I i 'Tl-lll_

* Ditewprus's gizociatian. with viafenco
and ehaas & Dnled a9 he tragie btk
gier hiy fatker Zeus hurped Al morial
IESRE A arRes Lewing e Ik shild
Ewaraly  iwlo his nkiph udl! i fitarn
Eirth

the wmother This attends alf
mamerss of craaton, consimEly
chirpes  ordered  evlslence o
choos, and whers In primal
salvation and primai- pain—ad
both, the primal wildmess of belng.
|"HT.-l .3 |g|:|

Nigtzsiche navigates the labovinth of
human psychoiogy n which layers
of confractions, turmo, and cover!
mind pames lie Ty Becoming d
CiFEURIT af fhe mmer mind
I @ dartng acf le sculpt the self by
sertling poveke conflicrs. Nietzsehe
writes that Goethe &5 the standard
mdivichenl  who oy hod  the
potential ta manipulate his intriesie
world: "Whar he wanped was
feality. he decyplingd fimzell fo
whaleness, He  created  imgelf™
(HEl pe V), Nigosche e
more, presents i the inaivideals
sell is farged by wistorieal foroes-
past  cutea  poitr o
EXTIREIEE

Tha past of every ferm and way of
12, of eulrures thar formerly lay
right mext fo or on fop of each
orfuer, now_ flows o s modern
souls"! our drives mow run back
seryehiere, we ewrseles @E
kind of chaos, (Coopar, T p,
=0

It i not easy fo lmir the whole
idpar avaned by that  pmdi,
however, if L interesting 1o see how
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suck o philosophical view of the
worid e be powred e a literary
fexf where U3 malerin  and
mructre rap 5 periona o4
Neetzsehemy whirl The net part
imvites remders reflacvely fo frace
in detail how Eelmon's universe
overlaps with Memsche's g nos-
legr snile @ an equnale
projection  f6  the  fragmented
Seotrish self.

Jog : the Truth Bayond
Tovwas aenamed of mysell whan [
rediised i was a costume pary
amal [ anstengen with my real face
Franz Kifka

Eelman inroduces o wikilisne and
absurd miliel with an mebhalen
creafion—an arormous oy who i
the parrator and protagoniss ooay
waewn  peripneral sguiid
seftng— that - probably  resemblar
frlazgow— el rothing 1 expieity
givern He decides ol of a sudden to
venhore on o gquasi-selfdiscovery
Journgy with nwe of hu friends fo
dilgpidared buildings. which lsads
fo an mdecinive decision on
whether or nod o quit fis hobby
m amaienr tocal foorkall player,
Eelmon constructs Joo Laughed in
ufr:gm!g:f jf]rm writter . [he
Glarwegian  vemacular 9
nwichronize betwesn the Scorrian
warking-class chractar s
maaningless, and impaired salf and

the ted’®  stucture (Mambrol,
T+ I'T), The advantage pomt &5 thar
“teraiegh his expiovasion of the self
Kebmm  implats  the siversal
srugples  of  humem enshence,
capturing the exstential aupst and
edsential rivmphs that define me
human comdition” (Gpendl, T T4,
The narrative  dimensions  shif
among diverse perspectives;  Aon-
omniscient thind party  secoed-
person veice, oud mamily  first-
person narratar g Seen gradually
hetaw.
It was rearly aill develict butldings
down al fthe docks, most af them
shells hut some boarded up Near
t moin romd a4 couple of
warkshops ond wee gargges werd
open for busings; (Kelman, 1175
o ), Security guvs were suppased
1o b abowl the ploce and [here wa
e bged verre Bug v conied still gt in,
tie wall was bricks and there was
bits where ye could fif i ver
[irrars. (e ye waiked round the
Jar side there wats g grear big paich
of wasteground led clear down fo
free rivers [ owar the Dbest pliver oot
the viung team, T ahvays gor picked
first. Sometimizs 1 got picked afore a
couplee af the ouder s (g 1)
Such o fechnigue mavewver reflects
a narraive  disuption  that
fransiates ino the broken, chaant
individel self of net ondy thar by,
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bait rarier avwhele sect of winamed
profatangn Glanwegian youth m
that social, economic, and rjusi
sinte, [mrerviewed, Keiman stotes
"How can we ingrove the Lves of
gur chudren” for he i fully
cevescions o Scotlandl  present
sranes quo where the laboring class
children kave tp quat schow, Tabor,
plan for class mobiii,  endure
poverty, etc.  Kelmam, nd) In
gddifion, the very nofion of
andrymizing  the hoy and  nol
eponpmzing the workh me i
rome because Jog i @ mingr
charactr and s o why he
{meghs; a paradarical inervertion,
wiich fmvokes the boy ar g lost
spirdl, and ho har mot developed g
Nlarzsehean Fagwiedge.  Therefive,
the bens soul has mor vet resided,
or destined somewhere S0 far.
Weiizen i a limited viewpoit, and
miediat rex mettod indicate the
characier i3 suck in the madls, or
biind (ot overman wisdom
predched by Zepathesra. Kelman
reconds i - character's miream of
comsTioiness fo sEmifv o couded
arigntation  for  the  disposed
Glaswegian child to excess their
will o power fo surpass the
umiamied g paralyzed currenr
seif  The fodlowing quotdrion
rinverberales the Boyls  Dedrinn

Imingset when he explares @ room in
an ahandonad building:

[ found one whan [ went dowr the
Sreirs, Agmn i Was e Zome Siory
a5 up above, o there hod been
athing worlh taking it wasnay
here ow, long sone. There was a
big bar across the door bt 1 just
lifted off and there war oy
padiock | apened it nay bother (p,
n

Kelman's Fyord  langugge:  the
Seattiik edtioguia adusect ar e,
pomy couidnay, g squadcar, e, ”
Sised with Sondard English &
structurally fnchonal for the oy
wiers o pymmerical lanpiage 1o
his-culheal group 4r g medms 1o
ety fhe self with Scolfishnes,
In cowrast, Standard Erglich b3 a
barvier  bemveen the mue  and
disguised boy's develggment (T+17,
£ W Kelman contends  fhar
language 1= the Srangest collective
fabric of bemg hunar and he even
Jalli [nin [he extremer clgiming
brigfily that language = everyiiing
{Sevaldren & Rarmussen, T, p,
I'Tel, T on  exled, Kelmen
emboalies an alfer ego 1o NMersche,
ar hoth whlize lmnguage @ o
merdugr of change ond individugl
veconfigwranion,
Ar the beginning of Joe Laughed,
L bay planz foothall in an wuafe
gronmd full of disparate boulders,
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located adimcers to 4 river- an
aervity fisled by physical and
cognitive will, The prayer acks in g
dimlectical  relation  where  The
mind's will strugEles o ravucend
the saif o a spiridual nerizon,
Conversety the pinsical effor, for
Nigmsche i5 a weaimess because
such a power miggers @ sense af
mihoridy and domination  aver
armers. After comvergence, o knd of
Foiution acowrs; IR other fams, the
by will  power femiporardy
achieves a berter performance; 4
nebol for ameliorating lifs:

Then too the ball made wild
bouncer on the concrete That and
the force of the wind 12 wouwldiay
harver pliyed there during the winter,
Wheh samebody done o crazy ek
the wind cought it and it flew for
aaes. It wag o wonder if didnay po
stoatirg right mio Tha waer, And
cousd fhere was wgy gne in the
growd ye couldnay get ver foot
urder the bail rignt and ver heel
farred ve had to useyer toes. Bur i
sl sutted the ball-player, ye
cevetrpiled 1! first line Jusl, and kepl
itdow (W

However, the  boy  amdously
covsiders  withdranving  from  fhe
mierchez  forever  withowd  any
ConviRGing Tedron — a S that his
self does hot endure the heavy

weight of that power”. In a meeting,
Katman i qsked, "Wy i3 o thar so
many Gf your characters seem fo be
i o consrant st of anrten?! ¢
Kelman  wmdi T which he
rertorates, "When vou do madnape fo
operate within the baing of the
manidual o this wamy, there
nowhere glse to po other than waat
vou might dabel ai  existential
dilemma, which iz the fimdiamental
aspect of what if s fo be fupron
reaify" Kelinan probably has o
adventage &t o neist fike this fo
emphasize - how  the:  Scoltish
proletarian peope @re sagnad o
prprove frelr ki
I couldnoy care less. Ne even about
the foetball, if I dignay foush the
pame. [ wasnay even sure i T s
SWT gony pay ever agan I'm
falking about aver, for the rest af my
tife T felt Twonclebay, 1 fuir | didnay
vt fo. J felf fike T had kicked mry
last bail And I'was ****** glgd, [
Wets F'IE"L'E'F Eﬂﬂ_}' Jl'll-llll- hﬂ*
another 3355 fajl ngmﬁ- i my
whole et (o and T owa
Jrret piad, that was thar, [ hed
Jlﬂn#"- fdll.'i.l'i‘fﬂl with i ert##:-a
Toothall, Iwas finished. {p, 1

" N K kv tha i off reosan
e bty thed o i dnaie @ el af st
oovari) ol chosd  Sor m"il.'.g"drrml'hu.m
it (179
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An smbeaded significance hursts
aut af how the game Lip::l:m,:’ as
the plavers are not lovel fo thr
fectuis; they swinch sides to zignify
class mebiliy where g Scofsman
ascands from a low shauws o g
piddle-class  commuriy  Kelwar
writas, "They were gony chamge the
teams for the second half cause it
was a big seore” (g 11, Shartly, the
by mvigares and clings fe i
individuation ™= g fighirape walkar
howling lo miintain hix Seonih
working-class ideviny am entiny
ghruptly threatevied by the sfoe.
“Nepurify s ware supposed i be
ahaut the place” (g ). Tnterviewed
by Rastks Novakovid, Kelman says
“existence 5 o guerila campagn”
far he & Righly copnitive of clats
Mierarchy fie o a5 such speaks
threugh the characier, rving o defy
the Mind conforminy R the
normaiized  focial  Scowih
sructural  nysfeRs (o
ideslasical raraaiuation { T+TT),
Readerr  obsgrve the scale of
ambivalence af the end of the tan,
where The st man oF prolopciist
smys @ burch of words to giress thar

| Clmz ocendiar does mat win ihe
Seodllsh pivical - prchelogicel rellyf
Jor ot prevades | fnmeckn | Crecorily - on
bekal o el culimral marhely, wiklsh &
decentered By e middle ¢lasi miredins
i

AT

he & wierly iato o diaspora of
seiflassness, maecisions, and @
ammosprare of nifulism, "1 wasn'r
s whr T woild di from now ony
maybe mothing. It oll dependad on
hew [ felt* {1914 p )

The kn's fourney U honsensicel,
el T serves g gmamic cog with
Pave ad Joy jowming fo cimb
buifdings sructives, umock doars,
ard bares, and roovenge Ry
dirt vl remaing, Keiman describes
the locafioh ar @ émply, Warn-ouf
p!&:e af debris, and chaos as
though the stonyreller projects the
character's  emotions  and self.
shructure wirhin the emironmens o
setting - frwoush olfectve
corraative lecrmgue.

Thare was cire W haad zeen Tne last
e and wemited fo- check out It
had a wirdow on the firsi floor with
iy glase ont. Towerd up the rone-
Dipe md it war easy, @ lof foints
and places for yer foel. In through
fhe window, it vs dark and musty.
Parts of tne ceiling hung down With
witife powdery sheets i stull
shcking aul, A lot of bricks and
cardboard and rusty auid nedls. (.
n

ot & weoves within sophisticated
memiig— i 15 o lookng-for-God
Jeirnsy or truir— -embarked by a
Scottiah bowsd gt whe sfrugsles
fo fined hiy free spirit oF a sart of
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maahing witnin a millew supprasses
rhe Scotfih workinp class identiy
which 5 his origingl selfl The
cowtext widens skeptic  feelines
ghout hix class center and o hom
hit whine cllfirs erchamieg him fo
the  lowers.  Therefiee,  miany
Kelmamesgue Characters
psEly  decidr b ledve
Scolland or go on a random
Jowrney a5 @ oescape from the
exisnng  crcumstauces.  Like
Zarathustra, Kilman descends o
address the Glaswegion  crowds,
aiter the boy starts fo intermalize g
sl mommer of  Neemschean
experimentaiiny, by Fontceding
and cluding mew ¢ 5 IR LS
worid for e dumbs s o pals,
ceovisiders guiting fooiball pames,
and fis job a5 o pipe boy A4
behaviar translates as o melaphor-
like seenario for Kelmem od the
Seatfisn  beys B ackine an
EIMpOWErIRE REsitance  lo
comventiongl Scortish
eszablishment:

Perce was g f****** st 30 he
weas, 4 vonpol, T cowldnay care sy
abaur him. Jr was just hew Joe nad
went with R thar war what
annnyed me: {t really did A jokes o
Joke T jusi thoughe %% how, 45
thie it of ttemt, [, My auld man,
He would be snocked. They would
wli he shocked, T couideny care

freeeee lmn Tha  game o0
Sarraay, T dedvay even know who
we wene plaving, | couldnay even
vemember. gnd it didnay [
megter couse thar was me I was
finishedd (p, 4

The whele particular jowrney might
slighily pose’ the Doy 5 g Woders
Goethe to  corcummavigate  the
pevere falnrinth of the Scadiish
lower  clas wie i an
archeplogist sesks for anowers,
Kebaan indivectly  montdars Mg
bovly  omind ween R
pvestiganng: T just went up the

first fioor apam. I fourd a corridor

and wert alang and there Wi m
open kind of iron staqircase. It was
preal. Yo zould see through o as po
elimbed Jr jook ve up Hrough tie
roof fo the net flooy and heve was
onRe grent g room" (R0 4,
Howaver, fa baow the Truth comes
with thie price of being caved in by
passorusmt  potabiny,  ond
digrestion.  Ha is then abways
phsezzed with being prrsued By the
states pelice; "We didnay fmow

© Nigrache's pereeion o e Eng
Gy tvath I3 asganind o frecliefefuss 1o
Jermuate A dermaie” and roand
foundation fo sradicele akdism withis
Rumean amvas. Tkl man prewady ovar
dwssiiienl awd divecis KSR Teward
Jnarm mEmings. Far o more e,
Lpa |"| 10H)
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ke fang it would last, we expecred
J Sguadcar o pul up @y diay and
fell w rae et o U0 Minvbe iney
would mavhe they weuldway® (g
T, He mwoids omers company
meanding figh  structizes, and
pipes o be shortly happy, forgening
what i on R land!

It weas furmy whan 1 saw the women
{noking wpr af me, their hands up al
thetr ol if Iwas gony make it
but i was nothing, I wondsrad how
come they were worrtad, J knew
hovk far i was frae folnn o joir T
didnay even have to ook .
Sometimes | climbed up past tho
veranda ledpe just beeause well it
disdugy maiter (o

Tha notion gf climberg hazardog
Aign pipes & Diamyzian for the bay
acts foa way that & daving, and
visceral without prior mimidfulmess,
Irix o kind of Kelman's protest 1o
wgE a ymmy culd hanging up
ahove for it synboiizes an ecstatic
momaar 1o shake U preachers of
decmh or the Scomizh werking
people fo embroce ther Dissian
zpiril!

The thing It navhody cowd climb
higher than me. Ay rogf af all and
T veded cipmd it ve had to be light
and strong awd able to pull yerself
right up, and that was me, I coud
il @ mpe just wsng my Ao
anidd arms, may Barher, mad going yp

a rohe war ey, T eould wadge my
Ipas m on nothing, just the pipe and
the wall; | could nirn and wave
dovin lo pesple It didmay worry
me; somerimes 1 went dizmy b T
ay ikt watted o ot | cloved mm
et ar elie dtaved Do the slong
then I got my bearings. Tne ploce I
sty £ was knowm foran o 1

&t sarncally codled fhat Jog
Lesighed  mamipulotes Hig
Garwegian working individuals fo
laigh o the fractured knowlades
ey have about tre selftams affer
regding 1. Kelman then finds i
Niatzsche a svetemezed portal fo
veverse the Scotrish way of life per
5

Clniciision

Kelmon decenteys  the  illusory
viswon  of he gesing modern
Seaitish workmg class self m the
powt-indestrinl era by reperitioning
I Scoitish world around the self-
pole; . hollow antiy that sirtgitles
1o take ix foce off and vear itz free
spirdt, The fext operater to bufld o
new  futire  Scotiizh  generation
capable  of  miigoting  stare
tofalitmignizy and  Bepetting
cultieral transvaluations.

This ix by lookiag. for the seif-
mECAanIms and powers that either
form  thetr ormalzed  self
princinles in Scotland or destabilize

Pl A ey



the marivity by inhabiting the false
conscronmess of the other fores.
Kelman wnlocks doors to further
Seotrini writers 1o produce Startish
WOFkINg-class products centeved on
the. selfrepian, instend of wmtdy
showing how that area af force
responas 0 el moids . class
lthe i Jaruce Galloway’s 411 Mode
up fT-+T and Douglas Stuars
Shuggie Bain T+ 1),
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